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• Established by Senate Bill 1, 75th Legislature, 1997
• Texas Water Code, §15.7031
• 31 Texas Administrative Code, §359.15
• The Texas Water Trust was established within the Water Bank 

to hold water rights dedicated to environmental needs, 
including instream flows, water quality, fish and wildlife 
habitat, or bay and estuary inflows



Texas Water Trust
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• Water rights placed in the Water Trust must be reviewed and 
approved by TCEQ in consultation with TWDB and TPWD; 
TDA may provide input to TCEQ

• Water rights may be dedicated to the Water Trust for a term 
or in perpetuity

• Deposits finalized through a Water Trust Deposit Agreement
• TWDB waives fees for Water Trust dedications



Texas Water Trust Dedication Process
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• TWDB will direct the water right owner to initiate the water right amendment 
process with TCEQ and to notify TPWD of their intent to dedicate the water 
right. TWDB will ask to be kept informed on the progress of the amendment 
at TCEQ.

• After the water right is amended, the depositor and TWDB will coordinate to 
complete a Water Trust Deposit Agreement. A template for the Water Trust 
Deposit Agreement will be provided to the water right owner.

• Once the Water Trust Deposit Agreement is complete, the Water Bank 
Manager will send the depositor an acceptance letter. 



Water Trust Deposit Agreement
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• Agreement between TWDB and depositing water right owner
• Finalizes dedication to the Trust
• Identifies term of the dedication
• TWDB will request that it be filed with the relevant county 

clerk
• Belt and Suspenders approach

• Water right amendment will also specify the term of the 
dedication

• TCEQ also requests that the water right amendment be 
filed with the relevant county clerk



Texas Water Trust
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There are two deposits in the Texas Water Trust

• In 2003, TPWD dedicated two water rights totaling 1,236 
acre-feet per year from the Rio Grande in Hudspeth County

• In 2006, Texas State University deposited a 33,108 acre-feet 
per year portion of a water right from the San Marcos River in 
Hays County

• Both deposits are in perpetuity



Possible Barriers to Dedication
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• Requires a water right owner to voluntarily give up use 
of a property right for a term or in perpetuity

• TCEQ amendment process may seem complex to 
individual water right owners

• TWDB has received approximately 10 Water Trust 
inquiries since 2012



Questions/Resources
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Texas Water Trust Website
https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/waterbank/trus
t/index.asp

Ron.Ellis@twdb.texas.gov
(512) 463-4146

https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/waterbank/trust/index.asp
mailto:Ron.Ellis@twdb.texas.gov
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