July 24, 2026

Texas Water Development Board
1700 N Congress Ave.

Austin, TX 78701

submitted electronically

Re: Comments on “Nature Based Solutions for Flood Resilience in Texas”

Dear TWDB:

Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) are a key component of our vision for a flood-resilient Texas,
and we are pleased to see resources made available to support their implementation.
Viewed in the context of the tragic and costly flooding that has impacted our state
throughout its history, the cost-effectiveness and co-benefits of NBS for flood mitigation
represent an opportunity that Texas communities cannot afford to miss. The same is true for
the new NBS guidance manual: if it succeeds in its purpose of helping local officials plan for
and implement NBS, it may result in reduced flood risk and other community benefits for
millions of Texans. Our comments are intended to help secure this outcome.

While we appreciate the complexities of institutionalizing NBS, a 314 page document is
essentially a textbook requiring deep study. Public comments, especially from the
stakeholder groups that are expected to use the manual, should be valued at this stage
even though the drafting process included technical review. At only 14 days, the comment
period is too short for many key stakeholders to finish their review and hinders their
ability to provide meaningful feedback. Some of the most valuable perspectives will be
those that reflect the reactions and experiences of stakeholders as they begin using the
document in real-world scenarios, so it is also important to plan for regular revisions and
updates over time. Updates will also be necessary to ensure URL's, case studies, funding
programs, and other details remain relevant and useful. We also think the content could be
more accessible and useful if each chapter or section is available for download individually.

NBS will only deliver meaningful benefits if they are actively implemented across Texas.
Successful implementation requires sustained investment in education, technical
assistance, and hands-on workshops to help communities understand, design, and deploy
these approaches. It also requires financial incentives that make NBS projects competitive
and attractive for local governments and stakeholders. These supporting resources will help
the NBS manual translate into real-world outcomes. To increase prospects of implementing
Nature Based Solutions in all Texas communities, TWDB should offer technical guidance to
local governments who wish to apply for Flood Infrastructure Funding. TWDB should also
provide training and technical resources to flood districts, river authorities, municipal utility



districts, water control and improvement districts, and municipal and county floodplain
managers to advance understanding and adoption of NBS and best practices for
maintaining floodplains and other natural flood mitigation features to fully realize potential
benefits of employing NBS. Funds set aside for NBS through the Clean Water SRF program
are chronically underutilized, highlighting the underdevelopment of NBS in Texas and
suggesting a role for TWDB to leverage its outreach activities and technical assistance
funds to increase awareness and demand for NBS.

Just as each of the fifteen Regional Flood Planning Groups created by the State are
composed of representatives who share a common watershed, NBS strategies should be
encouraged at the watershed scale. We encourage the TWDB to identify optimal sites or
strategies for employing NBS to benefit entire watersheds, similar to the work the agency
has done to identify optimal sites for employing Aquifer Storage and Recovery. This
information should be made publicly available as an aid to local governments to facilitate
planning and encourage inclusion of NBS in their flood mitigation and prevention strategies.

As NBS advocates, we appreciate the efforts of TWDB staff and the entire team involved
with the drafting of this document and hope their work results in wider NBS adoption in
Texas. Thank you for your review and consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

Tom Entsminger and Jennifer Walker
National Wildlife Federation

Annalisa Peace
Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance

Marisa Bruno
Hill Country Alliance

Usman Mahmood and Guadalupe Fernandez
Bayou City Waterkeeper

Jacob Hupp
Galveston Bay Foundation



