
Environmental Water 
Transactions:
Other Western States

Andrew Purkey, AMP Insights

Texas Water Trust Workshop

February 8, 2024



Texas Water Trust Workshop (1998)



Presentation Objectives
• Highlight other environmental water transactions 

(EWT) initiatives around the western US
• Characterize role of state water agencies on 

EWT initiatives (including relationship with 
NGOs)

• Describe driver(s) for other EWT initiatives and 
resulting funding sources

• Illustrate recent emergence of groundwater 
EWTs across the western US



Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program



Harney Basin Groundwater (OR)



Walker Basin Restoration Program (NV)



Nevada Water Conservation Initiative



Colorado River Basin (the other one)



Great Salt Lake



Texas Environmental Flows Initiative



A Closing Thought

“What becomes of TWT likely will be determined by 
the creativity and enthusiasm of the parties who 
choose to make it work. We have the chance to 
showcase a conservation ethic based on voluntary, 
free-market participation rather than direct 
regulation.”

The late Mark Stacell, former TPWD attorney (1998)
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