
HOW:  Basic elements of a Title XVI 
Feasibility Report

We can 
adopt 
previously 
completed 
studies

Crosswalk Table Required



HOW:  Basic elements of a Title XVI 
Feasibility Report

We have a Reclamation-approved 
Title XVI Feasibility Report

Now What?



HOW:  to apply and “WIIN” the 
$$$$$$



Tips:  Water Supply & Economic 
Benefits (70 points!)



Tip:  Statements should be 
supported w/ evidence

Bigger does Not mean better!

Water 
Supply
35 Points

Volume and
Percentage 

18 Points

Sustainability/
Context
17 Points

Imbalances
Water Quality

Competition

Drought

Obligations



Tip:  Follow the water! Capture both 
direct and indirect project benefits

$ per acre-feet 
compared to other 

options

Economic 
Benefits

35 Points

Cost-
Effectiveness

10 Points
Benefit/Costs

25 Points

Avoided Costs
Willingness to Pay

Ecosystem Services

Local Control

Recreation/Visitation



Tip: Don’t reinvent 
the wheel

Approaches to 
monetizing 
project 
benefits

Report Accessible at:
https://www.usbr.gov/research
/projects/detail.cfm?id=4180



Tip: Don’t reinvent the wheel

https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/title/applications/index.html

Successful 
applications 

have been 
posted 
online!



Other Helpful Tips

Focus on the 
criteria Finish strong

Details matter Tell your story



Other Paths to Advance Your Title XVI 
Project
Title XVI Feasibility Study and Research Grants: To Be Announced

•Title XVI Feasibility Study Grants 
(Federal share: 50%)
•Title XVI Research Grants 
(Federal share: 25%)
•Contact me for details



Title XVI Program Recap & 
Summary

Title XVI 
Program

New & 
Improved

Well Funded

Minimal 
Bureaucracy

Flexible



Questions? To Learn More……
https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/grants.html

•All Grants on website 
•We are here to help
• Join our listserv, send me an email

Collins Balcombe
Manager, Planning & 
Project Development
Oklahoma-Texas Area 
Office, Austin TX
512-899-4162
cbalcombe@usbr.gov


