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Anticipating a continuing tug of war over water — increasingly scarce in mostly dry, fast-

growing Texas — a state House committee is examining the prospect of a statewide water grid. 

A proposal to at least study the issue was killed in the last legislative session, the victim of a 

struggle that generally pits rural lawmakers against their urban counterparts. For years the state 

has been riven by dispute between the water haves and have-nots, with an alphabet soup of river 

authorities, groundwater districts and state agencies grappling with how to meet the needs of 

growing cities. 
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State Rep. John Cyrier, R-Lockhart, on Tuesday at the Capitol talks about the impact of 

groundwater pumping on rural communities. 

 

“With our sustained population growth that we’re blessed with … there has to be infrastructure 

there to deal with that,” state Rep. Jim Keffer, R-Eastland, chairman of the Natural Resources 

Committee, said Tuesday at a committee hearing. 

Groundwater and surface water are in ever-increasing demand, even as some cities encourage 

conservation. 

Jody Puckett, director of the Dallas Water Utilities Department, told the committee that 

“importation of water is the lifeblood of the Metroplex.” 

But rural communities, teaming up with environmental groups, have tried to stave off what they 

perceive as raids on their most precious resource. 

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/schedules/html/C3902016020210001.HTM
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=HB3298
http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/with-water-issues-on-tap-house-committee-looks-at-/nqHrD/#modal-8646895
http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/state-regional-govt-politics/with-water-issues-on-tap-house-committee-looks-at-/nqHrD/#modal-8646895


On Tuesday, the League of Independent Voters, which represents landowners in rural counties to 

the east of Austin, released a report that says groundwater pumping could lead to a 200-foot drop 

of the aquifer around Bastrop by the year 2060 — and as much as a 400-foot drop in Lee County. 

The report was paid for by the environmental group Save Our Springs Alliance, which worries 

that water from the region will eventually be shipped to the Hill Country to spur suburban 

growth. 

“No matter what their occupations, they all depend on groundwater, either their own or a local 

public supply,” state Rep. John Cyrier, R-Lockhart, said at a news conference held Tuesday to 

announce the report. 

“You can understand why rural communities worry about being able to expand or even maintain 

their communities for their grandchildren if their water supply is depleted,” he said. 

Water has become increasingly entwined with politics. 

Cyrier’s opponent in the March 1 Republican primary, Brent Golemon, has claimed he is the 

“only candidate who will fight for our water rights.” 

“Water is the most important resource our district has, and it’s imperative we have a state 

representative who will push back against the urban interest advocates who are fighting to take 

away our water resource,” says one postcard from the Golemon’s campaign. 

But Cyrier last session wrote a law that insulates groundwater district members from lawsuits by 

water marketers unhappy with district actions. 

At Tuesday’s committee meeting, after lawmakers heard from the general manager of the Lost 

Pines Groundwater Conservation District about a settlement deal that ended an acrimonious, and 

potentially expensive, dispute between the groundwater district and the groundwater marketing 

company Forestar, Keffer praised Cyrier. 

“This is quite a move forward,” Keffer said. “I hope voters remember that.” 

Despite the reluctance by rural communities, the House committee will spend the period before 

the next legislative session looking at opportunities for incentives from areas receiving water to 

areas providing that water that could benefit each area and the state as a whole. 

But such a proposal — attacked as a “gridzilla” by the coalition of environmental and rural 

interests last session — already faced some skepticism at the hearing. 

Raising the importance of water to shale gas exploration in rural areas, state Rep. Tracy King, D-

Batesville, asked: “How would we have ever predicted Eagle Ford Shale? If they had shipped 

that water out 50 years ago … you never would have had that economic boom, conceivably.” 

http://www.statesman.com/news/news/local-govt-politics/forestar-legal-battle-could-test-texas-water-polic/nfNSJ/
http://www.statesman.com/news/news/local-govt-politics/forestar-legal-battle-could-test-texas-water-polic/nfNSJ/


And Ken Kramer, water resources chairman of the Lone Star chapter of the Sierra Club, told the 

committee the state should do more on the conservation front. 

“Any effort toward creating a massive state water grid will undermine these more reasonable and 

effective ways of meeting water needs and threaten state goals for environmental protection, 

property rights protection and the health of rural communities,” he said.  

But of late, Texas’ strategy has chiefly been to build major water supply projects. In 2013, voters 

backed the creation of a $2 billion revolving loan fund to front the money for local entities to pay 

for new water projects such as reservoirs and pipelines. 

With the support of utilities and engineering firms, state Rep. Lyle Larson, R-San Antonio, last 

session proposed a study to develop a water grid for the entire state. 

“Rural areas and urban areas continue to fight in Texas — it’s almost like a Friday night football 

mentality,” Larson told the American-Statesman. Rural areas, he said, “shouldn’t feel threatened: 

Eventually the viability of smaller communities, their lifeline, is going to be infrastructure to 

convey this resource.” 

He said the state should look for ways for water infrastructure to connect, rather than continue a 

piecemeal approach. 

The 2015 bill was passed out of the House but stalled in a Senate committee. 

“How do we strike a balance between depleting a resource to a community needed for future 

growth and providing for water to growing areas?” asked state Rep. Eddie Lucio III, D-

Harlingen. 
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