
River authority and whooper fans unite 

 

BY: DAVID SIKES  

CORPUS CHRISTI CALLER-TIMES  

FEBRUARY 23, 2016 

 

 

 
Credit: George Gongora/Caller-Times 

 

 
CALLER-TIMES FILE The Aransas Project and the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority have 

come to an agreement over environmental flows for the estuary that supports wild whooping 

cranes north of Rockport. Details will be revealed Wednesday at a news conference in San 

Marcos. 

 

The Aransas Project and the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority have come to an agreement over 

environmental flows for whooping crane habitat in the San Antonio Bay estuary. 

 

A news conference is scheduled for 10 a.m. Wednesday at the Meadows Center in San Marcos to 

explain how the two organizations are joining forces, according to a news release from the river 

authority. 
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This stems from a lengthy legal battle between The Aransas Project, a Rockport-based nonprofit 

group of environmentalists, business owners, anglers and conservationists who advocate 

responsible water management, and the state. The group in its 2010 lawsuit accused the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality along with the river authority of withholding freshwater 

meant to nourish the San Antonio Bay estuary that, in turn, nourishes the only wild flock of 

whooping cranes during their winter stay in Texas. 

 

The Aransas flock endured a tough winter in 2008-09. An estimated 23 birds died that winter 

when drought conditions and lagging freshwater inflows brought high salinity to the marshes, 

which dramatically reduced the numbers of blue crabs and wolf berries. These are mainstays of 

the cranes' diet. 

 

Initially, in 2013, Senior U.S. District Judge Janis Graham Jack upheld the group's claim, 

suggesting the state was, at least, partially to blame for the deaths in violation of the Endangered 

Species Act. That decision was overturned by the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals based in 

New Orleans. 

 

An attempt to have the case heard by the U.S. Supreme Court failed in June. 

 

At the time, Jim Blackburn, lead council for the Aransas group, suggested this legal action could 

someday influence how Texas manages freshwater inflows for wildlife in the future. 

 

Bill West Jr., the river authority's general manager, and Blackburn are expected to participate 

together in Wednesday's news conference. 
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