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As the American-Statesman’s Andra Lim recently reported, city officials are exploring whether 

Austin should make its once-a-week watering restrictions permanent, but before they submit a 

formal proposal to the City Council, they want the public to weigh in on the issue. You can do so 

online or by attending one of four public meetings scheduled this month. 

Council Member Don Zimmerman has drafted a resolution calling on the city to immediately lift 

its Stage 2 restrictions that limit watering to once a week. Zimmerman argues the city should to 

stick with the drought contingency plan it adopted in August 2012, which requires the city to 

consider returning to its twice-a-week, Stage 1 watering schedule when the combined storage in 

lakes Buchanan and Travis — Austin’s primary sources of water — is at least 1.1 million acre-

feet, and when the combined storage is projected to stay above 900,000 acre-feet for four 

months. 
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The city of Austin is exploring whether Austin should make its once-a-week watering restrictions 

permanent. Photo courtesy of Laura Skelding. 

About 60 inches of rain fell in Austin in 2015, more than 25 inches above the city’s annual 

average. Right now, Buchanan and Travis are 88 percent full and currently hold about 1.77 

million acre-feet of water. They are projected, as Lim reported, to maintain a combined storage 

of at least 1.4 million acre-feet through the first half of the year. 

“While I support the conservation effort, we must be consistent and stick to our guidelines,” 

Zimmerman wrote Dec. 16 on the City Council’s message board. “We should not force our 

residents to keep the Stage 2 restrictions when our guidelines say that we should not even be in 

Stage 1.” 

http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/local/share-your-thoughts-should-once-a-week-watering-in/npwSZ/
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Water/Stage2Memo_7-1-2015.pdf
http://speakupaustin.org/
http://speakupaustin.org/
http://austintexas.gov/onedayperweek
http://austincouncilforum.org/viewtopic.php?f=2&t=327
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Water/Conservation/Planning_and_Policy/CityOfAustinDCP_2012.pdf
http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/opinion/once-a-week-watering-should-be-enough-for-austin/npzwG/#modal-8562315
http://www.lcra.org/water/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lcra.org/water/water-supply/highland-lakes-overview/Documents/DroughtUpdate_StorageProjection.pdf
http://austincouncilforum.org/viewtopic.php?f=2&t=327
http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/opinion/once-a-week-watering-should-be-enough-for-austin/npzwG/#modal-8562315


Austin restricted watering to twice a week in 2007. In September 2011, drought had grown so 

severe that Austin mandated once-a-week watering and it has kept those restrictions in place 

almost continuously since then. 

Almost. The rainfall total in Austin through the first half of 2012 was about 3 inches above 

average, so in mid-July of that year the city lifted its once-a-week watering restrictions. Not 

surprisingly, city officials turned out to have been foolishly optimistic and were forced to reverse 

course only seven weeks later and again limit watering to once a week. 

We criticized the city’s puzzling decision at the time, and called on the City Council to make 

once-a-week watering the new Austin norm. The city’s quick return to once-a-week watering 

underscored how quickly the benefits of good rains can vanish in Central Texas. 

The brutal drought of the past several years should have left us with some enduring lessons, one 

of which is that our lakes should never again be taken for granted. The generation of Texans 

that built the dams in the 1930s and 1940s to control flooding along the Colorado River couldn’t 

have foreseen the region’s booming population growth or the predicted change in climate toward 

hotter, drier decades to come. It’s a mistake to think of the lakes as full when they start falling 

the minute they stop rising. 

Another lesson that bears repeating: No matter how wet a year has been, drought looms. If 

Central Texas isn’t in drought, then it’s on the brink of drought. 

The city’s once-a-week watering restrictions have worked well. They should be made permanent. 
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