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Highlighting the ongoing quest to find new sources of water in an increasingly thirsty state, the 

Texas Water Development Board on Tuesday announced it will lend $2 million to the 

Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority to complete a feasibility study on a potential seawater 

desalination plant. 

The loan will help the river authority — which serves Buda, Kyle, San Marcos, Lockhart and 

Luling — identify a site for a facility that could remove salt from seawater. It would likely be 

located along the Gulf Coast: The study will examine the feasibility of diverting and treating 

seawater from the Gulf of Mexico and then conveying it to communities, perhaps Corpus Christi, 

looking for more water. 

  

                                       

El Paso Water Utilities. Currently, the state’s largest desalination facility is El Paso’s Kay 

Bailey Hutchison Desalination Plant, which can clean 27.5 million gallons a day. (Courtesy of 

El Paso Water Utilities).   

The project is the latest way the Seguin-based authority has considered to diversify its water 

sources as its own supplies grow tapped out. The river authority is also trying to engineer 

groundwater and river water storage projects even as it has faced scrutiny from environmental 

groups who want it to maintain freshwater flows to bays and estuaries along the Gulf for fish and 

wildlife. 

The state loan comes on top of $2 million the river authority and other agencies are paying 

MWH Global to look into the viability of a desalination and power plant project, which could 

cost hundreds of millions of dollars to build. 
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“We’re plowing new ground,” the authority’s general manager, Bill West, said. “We’re looking 

at the various possible intake designs and discharge designs for the disposal of brine.” 

                                         

   The desalination plant could yield up to 250 million gallons a day of desalinated water, West 

said. 

Currently, the state’s largest desalination facility is El Paso’s Kay Bailey Hutchison Desalination 

Plant, which can clean 27.5 million gallons a day. 

Desalination is an energy-intensive process, and the facility could be built alongside a new or 

mothballed power plant, likely one fired by natural gas, West said. 

Lawmakers passed a bill this year that requires the state environmental agency to adopt rules to 

allow water treated by desalination facilities to be used as public drinking water. 

“We’re talking about regional solutions for regional problems,” West said, adding that the water 

could be used to meet the demands of the petrochemical industry or of a city like Corpus Christi. 

“We currently have demands on the Texas coast that are met from storage upstream. Any new 

supplies along the coast release water for the high-growth corridor around Austin and San 

Marcos.” 

FAIR USE NOTICE: This document contains copyrighted material which has not been 

specifically authorized for use by the copyright owner. The Texas Living Waters Project, which 

is a nonprofit undertaking, is making this article available in our efforts to transform the way 

Texas manages water—to better protect our springs, rivers, and estuaries in order to better meet 

the water needs of Texas and future generations of Texans. We believe that this constitutes a 

"fair use" of the copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. If 

you wish to use this copyrighted material for purposes of your own that go beyond "fair use," 

you must obtain permission from the copyright owner. 

http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/increasing-water-demand-prompts-study-of-seawater-/npZdK/?mc_cid=cc900c6857&mc_eid=20948aa859#modal-8447097
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=HB2031
http://www.mystatesman.com/news/news/increasing-water-demand-prompts-study-of-seawater-/npZdK/?mc_cid=cc900c6857&mc_eid=20948aa859#modal-8447097

