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HOUSTON – The Matagorda Bay Foundation’s (MBF) concern about the environmental health 

of Matagorda Bay was reignited last Thursday, October 22, when the Lower Colorado River 

Authority (LCRA) refused to release basic hydrology models as part of an open records request. 

Instead, the LCRA is asking the Attorney General whether it has to give the models to MBF or 

can keep them confidential indefinitely. 

The request by MBF was triggered by the LCRA beginning construction on a new off-channel 

reservoir near Lane City, a reservoir that the LCRA publicly stated will be operated in a manner 

so as not to harm Matagorda Bay. In support of this claim, the LCRA references the computer 

model that has been requested by MBF. It also claims this reservoir is necessary to meet 

agricultural needs of rice farmers in Matagorda County. However, initial modeling 

commissioned by MBF shows impact to Matagorda Bay and less agricultural water than 

promised.  

In early October, the Matagorda Bay Foundation, a non-profit entity dedicated to promoting and 

ensuring the sustainability of the Matagorda Bay sought the hydrologic models utilized by the 

LCRA in support for this $250 million off channel reservoir at Lane City, as well as hydrologic 

models utilized in demonstrating that construction of the reservoir would not limit freshwater 

inflows to Matagorda Bay.  Under Texas’s Public Information Act, LCRA is obligated to provide 

documents that promote the free exchange of ideas with the public. Instead, they denied the 

request and asked the Attorney General to rule that these documents do not have be made 

available.  

“The LCRA claims that the reservoir will have no impact on Matagorda Bay, but they refuse to 

show us the basic science supporting this conclusion,” said Jim Blackburn, president of the 

Matagorda Bay Foundation and long-time supporter of Texas’s bays. 

“The Matagorda Bay Foundation has taken the very reasonable step of hiring a computer 

modeler qualified to review and assess this work, and initial research indicates that the Bay will 

suffer due to the LCRA’s current plan. Instead of being open with us, LCRA has chosen to hide 

these documents. If you care about the health of Matagorda and other bays, this is bad news,” he 

said. 

LCRA has previously provided documents to Matagorda Bay Foundation, and other 

organizations across the state. At issue in today’s unique challenge is whether the hydrologic 

models utilized by LCRA to support its decisions are somehow confidential. If these models are 

not released, Matagorda Bay Foundation asserts that it will be very difficult to confirm whether 

LCRA is meeting its obligations. Among these obligations are the requirements of a settlement 

agreement signed between MBF and LCRA several years ago whereby LCRA agreed to 



maintain a minimum salinity level in Matagorda Bay, a level very important for fishery 

production.  

Jen Powis, the environmental attorney representing Matagorda Bay Foundation, stated, “We 

have made a very reasonable request. Texas’s law on the release of public information promotes 

transparency and is directly applicable to this type of document. If these documents are not 

provided, we may have no choice but to go to court to seek them.”  

The hydrologic models at issue are routinely made publicly available in other contexts and are 

used by all state agencies in determining water rights, flow, and management of Texas’s water 

resources. Under current Texas law, the LCRA is required to ensure that a certain amount of 

freshwater meets the bay and supports Matagorda Bay’s estuary. Estuaries harbor unique plant 

and animal communities because their waters are brackish—a mixture of fresh water draining 

from the land and salty seawater.   

“This refusal should be of concern to anyone who fishes in Matagorda Bay,” says Blackburn. 

“Agencies like LCRA make promises and public statements but when asked to provide details 

they hide behind technicalities and loopholes. I think they are hoping that we will get tired of 

asking and get nothing. If so, they are wrong. The Matagorda Bay Foundation will do its best to 

liberate these important models about the future of fishing in Matagorda Bay so that they can be 

shared with other fishermen and women and the public that paid for these studies.” 

In an interview with The Tribune the LCRA responded saying, “Throughout the planning 

process and development of the Lane City Reservoir, LCRA has continually sought public input 

and held numerous public meetings with interested stakeholders. 

In limiting the release of the requested information at this time, LCRA is exercising its 

responsibility under the Texas Public Information Act to seek an opinion from the Attorney 

General on certain aspects of the request. We believe there are several exceptions that apply to 

the release of the requested information. LCRA will file its brief supporting its request for an 

opinion from the Attorney General on Thursday. 

LCRA has obligations under its state-issued water rights that govern its environmental 

responsibilities to Matagorda Bay. The Lane City Reservoir will be a benefit to both the region 

and Matagorda Bay by increasing LCRA’s operational flexibility in helping to meet these 

obligations.” 
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