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We have written numerous stories in the past few months about the Region H water plan that 
covers a 15-county area, including Galveston, Brazoria and Harris counties. The current draft for 
its five-year plan has more than 700 projects and strategies, and, once finalized later this year, 
will be folded into the 2017 comprehensive statewide water plan, which estimates the state’s 
future water needs based on projected population changes. Public comment on the draft plan 
ends today. 

Calling 700 projects and strategies a plan, however, is somewhat of a stretch. It’s really a binder 
full of waterwork wannabes. 

An environmental consulting firm analyzes the projects and provides the water-planning group, 
which comprises representatives from agriculture, industry, municipalities, the environment and 
more, with information about each project, including projected cost, environmental impact, risks, 
location and impact on water quality. 

The planning group includes nearly all of the submitted projects in its plan, Jason Afinowicz, the 
Region H project manager for the firm, told the Daily News in August. 

“The planning group wants to promote people coming up with plans and coming up with long-
term strategies so they don’t stand in the way of anyone who’s trying to start a project,” he said. 

Therein lies the problem with calling these projects a plan. By definition, a plan is a set of 
actions that have been thought of as a way to do or achieve something: something a person 
intends to do. 
No further vetting of these projects, which include conservation strategies, desalination plants, 
groundwater wells, pipelines and more takes place. 
The projects and strategies are not scrutinized for practically nor is the list prioritized. There is 
no course of action, hence no plan. 
“Unless you make some distinctions between what you’re really recommending and what may 
be alternative projects or not as important, you don’t really have a plan,” Ken Kramer, a Region 
H water planning group alternate member and water resources chairman at the Lone Star Chapter 
Sierra Club said in an earlier report. 
Some, like Kramer, worry that including too many projects could lead to “overbuilding” and 
inefficiency. 
That is a valid concern. 

Much like building a house, the plans in the beginning are grand. 
There is a four-car garage, a swimming pool with a waterfall and a bathroom for each of the kids. 
Once you start pouring over the budget, however, you realize you can’t really have everything. 
You have to scale down the wish list and prioritize. 



The same should apply to the Region H water plan. 
Texas voters approved legislation in 2013 making each project included in the plan eligible to 
apply for low-interest loans from the Texas Water Development Board. 
It’s neither practical nor realistic to think there will be funding for 700 projects. 

A “build it and it will come” approach is not in the best interest of Texans. 
A responsible approach is to find funding only for well-vetted, practical and reasonable projects 
that truly meet the state’s future water needs. 
We think a little more scrutiny is required before you label a book of big ideas a plan. 

 
Where is Region H 
Region H spans three rivers and four coastal basins in Southeast Texas. Region H encompasses 
the San Jacinto River Basin, the lower portions of the Trinity and Brazos River Basins, and 
includes part or all of the Brazos-Colorado, the San Jacinto-Brazos, the Trinity-San Jacinto, and 
the Neches-Trinity coastal basins. 
  
This area includes: the Galveston and Trinity Bay estuaries; the urbanized, rapidly growing 
Houston-Galveston metropolitan area encompassing Brazoria, Harris, Galveston, Fort Bend, and 
Montgomery Counties; the coastal port communities of Galveston and Freeport; and agricultural 
areas in Austin, Chambers, Leon, Liberty, Madison, Polk, San Jacinto, Trinity, Walker, and 
Waller Counties. 
  
Source: 
Regionhwater.org 
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