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• Learn more about the Texas Living Waters Project and ways to conserve 
attexaslivingwaters.org. 

• Learn how water conservation benefits Galveston Bay 
athttp://www.gbep.state.tx.us/state-of-the-bay/ 

It seems the drought in Texas is over and our water crisis has once again surpassed. We only talk 
about water – where it comes from, how much there is, how much we use – when we think we 
might be running out. 

We need to turn up the volume on the conversation about water conservation before the well, 
literally and figuratively, runs dry. 

Cities and towns across the county are raising water rates to meet the growing demands on the 
watershed. 

League City did so last week. 
City officials said the rate increase was needed to offset the rising costs of water and to charge 
high-volume users more for the “discretionary water” they use. 
Low-end users will now pay for every gallon of water used, while high-volume users will pay 
more per 1,000 gallons in an effort to encourage self-imposed water conservation. 
Galveston is likely to follow suit as the cost of water from the Gulf Coast Water Authority is 
expected to climb by more than 25 percent. 
That could mean an 11 percent bill increase for the average residential water user. 

We all know those rate increases are not about usage alone, but the hit to the pocket book should 
encourage some water conservation. 

Use less. Pay less. 
We suggest area cities take a proactive approach to water management and consider putting in 
place ordinances restricting outdoor watering.   
Lawn watering, and other outdoor use, accounts for almost one third of annual residential water 
use in Texas, according to a study published by the Texas Living Waters Project, in collaboration 
with the National Wildlife Federation, the Sierra Club and the Galveston Bay Foundation. 

Outdoor water usage by single-family residences in the Region H, which includes Galveston 
County, was 20 percent of total single-family use during 2004-08, according to the publication. 

In the hot, dry summers that percentage increases. 

http://texaslivingwaters.org/
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/state-of-the-bay/


Studies have show time and time again that homeowners tend to overwater landscapes by as 
much as two to three times the amount needed. 

According to the study, ordinances allowing watering only twice a week and prohibiting 
watering in the heat of the day would save Region H – one of 16 regions around Texas that 
provide a blueprint for how to meet the state’s growing water demands - about 4 percent in water 
savings. 

Simply rethinking how we care for our lawns can be the most practical and cost-effective way to 
ensure we have water for the future. It may seem like a small thing, but the impact on your 
finances and on the environment – especially Galveston Bay - could be substantial. 
Large municipalities such as Dallas, Fort Worth and The Woodlands, have already implemented 
year-round restrictions. Galveston County should follow suit. 
Putting an ordinance in place while the area is not in a water crisis sends a clear message that 
conservation is a vital key in protecting our limited water resources. 
Conservation needs to be a priority while we still have water to conserve. 
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