
TCEQ: Seafood market owner's sales don't count 

 
By Sara Sneath  March 18, 2015 at 10:54 p.m.  
Updated March 19, 2015 at 9:14 a.m. 

 
AUSTIN - In a move that goes against its own rules, the state environmental agency 
again declined to give a seafood wholesaler a say in a water project that could affect 
San Antonio Bay. 

Wesley Blevins, the owner of Chunky Monkey Seafood in Seadrift, testified at a hearing 
in Austin on Wednesday to establish that his business would be affected if a reservoir 
was built on the Guadalupe River. 

A reservoir proposed in Gonzales County by the Guadulupe-Blanco River Authority, 
which would divert 75,000 acre-feet of water per year from the river, would throw off 
the delicate freshwater and saltwater mix of the bay, harming the oysters, shrimp and 
flounder sold at his seafood market, he said. 

A Texas Commission on Environmental Quality rule outlines economic interest as a 
factor in whether or not the state agency should consider a party affected by an 
application, thus triggering a civil trial like procedure known as a contested-case 
hearing. 

But Dinniah Tadema, with the agency's environmental law division, said economic 
interest isn't something the agency is considering. 

Tadema would not clarify when asked how the agency is able to go against its rules. 

"I want to know if (Texas Commission on Environmental Quality) wants to come down 
and buy me out," Blevins said. "I have a lot of money tied up down there, and they 
don't care if I lose it or not." 

Though the state environmental agency again recommended that Blevins' interests not 
be considered in the application for the Gonzales reservoir, the administrative law 
judges overseeing the hearing did not make a decision Wednesday. 

The judges asked that counsel have a brief outlining their position in by April 10, 
which the judges could use to help decide whether Blevins has a say. 

The briefs should address whether the lease Blevins has with the city for a piece of the 
Seadrift dock is enough to consider him affected and if not, if his economic interest 
should be considered, despite the language of a standing state environmental agency 



rule saying that it should, said administrative law judge Roy Scudday. 

In another move Wednesday that seemed to go against established rule, the state 
environmental agency refused to recognize The Aransas Project, a group concerned 
about the health of Aransas Bay, as an affected party because the state agency doesn't 
consider affects beyond the area where the Guadalupe River dumps into the San 
Antonio Bay, Tadema said. 

But the comment came after granting the Coastal Conservation Association of Texas, a 
recreational saltwater fishing organization, affected party status. 

"It's wrong that a state agency would be inconsistent with its rule making," said Charles 
Irvine, the attorney representing The Aransas Project. 

The administrative law judges also did not make a ruling on The Aransas Project's 
status Wednesday. Part of the group's standing depends on whether a nonprofit, the 
Texas chapter of the Audubon Society, can be granted an affected party. The group 
owns three islands in San Antonio Bay, which host colonial water birds. The Texas 
chapter of the Audubon Society is a member of The Aransas Project. 

When asked whether he thought the state environmental agency would take such a 
hard stance against giving The Aransas Project standing, Irvine referred to the group's 
ongoing legal battle over the state agency allowing water to be diverted from the 
Guadalupe River, thus leading to the death of 23 whooping cranes during the winter of 
2009-2010. 

"For us? Yes," Irvine said. "We sued them in federal court."   
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