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Eddie Perez walks through Walter E. Long Metropolitan Park after fishing on Saturday. A 
developer wants to tap the bottom layer of the Trinity Aquifer, which flows beneath the 
property, to water two proposed golf courses. LAURA SKELDING / AMERICAN-
STATESMAN 



 
Warren Hayes, who wants to build two PGA-caliber golf courses in Austin’s Walter E. Long 

Metropolitan Park, says he has a solution to the water-supply concerns that have handicapped the 
proposal: Instead of sticking a straw into Austin’s water supply, he wants to stick one in the 
ground. 

Hayes is proposing to water the courses by dipping into a difficult-to-reach portion of the 
Trinity Aquifer, which flows beneath property Hayes owns in far East Austin, adjacent to the site. 
The new proposal, Hayes said, should alleviate concerns by using a source that supplies none of 
Austin’s water. 

“I’ve known the (Trinity) water was underneath us,” Hayes said. But the Decker Lake Golf 
LLC developers at first proposed other options to appease city officials who had focused on 
water-conservation measures, rather than new sources of water. When those ideas “came apart ... 
we went back to the Trinity” idea, Hayes said. 

The proposal needs City Council approval but has given officials the yips, with the previous 
council twice delaying a vote late last year amid concerns about water use and the for-profit use 



of public grounds. If the deal is approved, the city would get a slice of the golf course revenue — 
an estimated $14 million over 20 years — that parks officials say could help pay for developing 
the rest of Walter E. Long park. 

The new council is scheduled to consider the proposal at its Feb. 26 meeting. 

The developers, who initially proposed using reclaimed water, pitched the Trinity Aquifer idea 
last week to the city’s Water and Wastewater Commission. That panel waggled over the idea, 
declining to endorse or condemn it, but Austin Water Utility officials said the proposal is worth 
exploring, particularly as an alternative to proposals the utility’s director has said could drain 
Austin’s water supplies. 

The Trinity Aquifer, which runs from Oklahoma toward the Gulf of Mexico, is much larger 
than the Edwards Aquifer, which feeds Barton Springs. South of Austin, there are concerns about 
a Houston-based company tapping the Trinity Aquifer near Buda and Kyle and supplying the 
water to communities along the Interstate 35 corridor. But that portion of the Trinity is essentially 
a different water supply than Hayes plans to tap, and it shouldn’t cause Buda-area wells to go 
dry, said Rick Broun, general manager of the Hays Trinity Groundwater Conservation District. 

“The Trinity is made up (of ) ... three main layers,” Broun said. “Sort of like a multilayered 
cake, there are different zones of water and frosting between the layers that blocks water from 
traveling up or down.” Most wells in the Hays Trinity district are in the middle layer, he said, 
where the quality of the water is highest. 

“If the golf course wants to impact the Trinity the least,” Broun said, “they could drill to the 
Lower Trinity where the quality is poorest, but the grass shouldn’t mind.” 

That bottom layer, where Warren Hayes plans to drill, is 3,000 feet below the ground, and 
would require what he says is a million-dollar drilling rig, the kind used in the oil business. It is 
unclear how the Decker Lake Golf proposal would affect regional water supplies, according to 
the Texas Water Development Board. At that depth, the Trinity is too salty for drinking or bathing 
and is “generally not ... favorable for fresh or brackish groundwater development,” the agency 
confirmed in a statement to the American-Statesman. 

Still, with the region’s ongoing water shortage, every potential source of water should be 
reserved for essential needs, said Lauren Ross, an environmental engineer who keeps a close 
watch on many regional conservation issues. Ross said she is skeptical the proposal will work 
because it requires effort that not even water-worried local governments have been willing to 
exert. 

Hayes’ land sits in a “white space” with no groundwater conservation district, and thus is under 
only the most general rules about pulling from the aquifer. Hayes said Decker Lake Golf can keep 
the courses irrigated with 165 million gallons a year, an amount equivalent to what 1,500 to 2,000 
typical Austin homes use in a year. 

He said the bottom layer of the Trinity remains untapped because other water sources don’t 
require massive drills or the headache of dealing with 115-degree temperatures. 



That is how hot Trinity water runs, according to the Water Development Board — an issue 
Hayes said would be solved by using the heat from the groundwater to warm the potable water 
used in a resort hotel that is being proposed alongside the course. 

“That is sustainability 101,” he said. “Our goal is to keep the grass alive, but not necessarily 
green. We’re going to let nature take care of that. We want to show people how to build the golf 
course of the future.” The PGA, he said, is agreeable to holding tournaments on a course that is 
not particularly lush or green, he said. 

Some critics say the city shouldn’t allow for-profit enterprises in public parks. Former County 
Judge Bill Aleshire wrote Monday to Council Member Ora Houston, whose District 1 includes 
the area, in opposition. 

“This is a scam ripoff of a public asset to help the adjacent private land developer and those 
special interests who will benefit from a PGA tournament here,” Aleshire wrote. “What ought to 
be happening is a push for city funding to develop Long Park for park purposes that the general 
public can use.” 

The assessment is disputed by Colony Park Neighborhood Association President Barbara 
Scott, who wrote an open letter in support of the project. 

“No one has cared that we don’t have restaurants, medical facilities, and viable walking trails 
or a swimming pool for our neighborhood children,” Scott wrote. “Our children have to literally 
climb the fence in order to swim where there are no lifeguards. ... It is time for our community to 
take hold of its own destiny (for) what ... could possibly be the spark we need to ignite economic 
development and growth in this area.” 
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