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The Lower Colorado River Authority has tallied the affect of early autumn rains on Central 
Texas’ major reservoirs, and the results were not much to cheer about. 

Light rains in October led to little runoff in the tributaries that feed lakes Travis and Buchanan. 
October inflows were the third lowest October inflows in the region’s history, totaling 9,242 
acre-feet, or just 7.7 percent of the average for the month. An acre-foot of water is enough to 
satisfy the lawn-watering, drinking, bathing, and washing needs of four average Austin 
households for a year. 

The low October inflows continue a trend: January through October 2014 inflows were the 
second lowest on record for that 10-month period, and six of the 10 lowest annual inflows in 
history have occurred since 2006. With low inflows in October, the combined storage in lakes 
Buchanan and Travis dropped from 702,116 acre-feet on Oct. 1 to 680,743 acre-feet on Nov. 10. 
Altogether, the two lakes are about a third full. 

LCRA officials say the steady gentle rain that soaked the entire lower portion of the Colorado 
River basin, including Austin, last week did little to replenish the tributaries that sustain the 
Highland Lakes, which provide drinking water to more than a million people. There was scant 
runoff into the tributaries, partly because the rain fell on dried-out soils. In all, the rain added 
about 3,800 acre-feet to storage in lakes Buchanan and Travis.  Lake Buchanan rose about two 
inches, and Lake Travis rose about two-and-a-half inches. 

Without additional rain in the watershed, LCRA officials say there is a small chance the 
combined storage of lakes Buchanan and Travis could fall to 600,000 acre-feet as soon as 
February 2015. That could trigger pro rata water use cuts up and down the basin, including in 
Austin. 

With permission from the state, the river authority has cut off Highland Lakes water to most 
agricultural customers for three years in a row. At its Nov. 19 meeting, the LCRA board of 
directors will consider asking the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for emergency 
drought powers for the fourth year in a row. 
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