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SAN ANTONIO — In my career as the host of several television programs educating Americans 
about the sport of fishing and the outdoors, I've had the pleasure of catching fish all over this 
great country, but I call Texas and San Antonio home. I can tell you the Texas Coast offers a 
world-class fishing experience; we are fortunate that it is just a short drive away. 

Protecting the habitats that support these outdoors experiences has always been a priority for me 
and should be a priority for all of us. One of the looming threats to saltwater fishing on the coast 
is a lack of fresh water flowing in our rivers. The mix of fresh and salt water in estuaries such as 
Aransas Bay is critical for many of the species saltwater anglers love to catch — redfish, 
speckled trout, black drum and flounder, among them. A reliable supply of fresh water is 
necessary to sustain the nursery grounds that Texas bays provide for juvenile fish, to enhance 
coastal habitat for waterfowl and to support the long-term health of the Gulf ecosystem. 

But in fast-growing Texas, guaranteed sources of fresh water for the coast are in short supply. 
The state long ago doled out more water rights than there is water in some rivers — at least 
during droughts. These days, it seems like Texas is pretty much always in a drought. 

The Texas Gulf Coast supports a robust tourism industry based on wildlife-watching, hunting 
and fishing. These activities generate more than $17 billion in revenue annually and support 
73,000 jobs statewide. Keeping the state's coastal bays healthy is critical to sustaining this 
segment of the economy. 

A feasible way to provide water to the coast has remained elusive. A new law called the 
RESTORE Act could change that. As much as $1 billion in Clean Water Act fines related to the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill will eventually be headed our way. 

It is a unique piece of legislation. This law will send 80 percent of the Clean Water Act civil 
fines paid by BP and other companies responsible for the oil disaster back to the region affected. 
This has never been tried before — normally this money would be placed in a federal trust fund 

Approximately 10 percent of Texas' shoreline was affected by oil from the Deepwater Horizon 
spill — far less than the other Gulf states. The RESTORE Act is a once-in-a-lifetime chance to 
improve and protect Texas' 367 miles of coastal habitats and thus improve the health of the Gulf 
as a whole. We have a responsibility to implement this law right. 



Unfortunately, this opportunity could slip through our fingers. Loopholes in the RESTORE Act 
could allow this money to be spent on projects such as port expansions or development schemes 
that would damage the health of the coast instead of restoring it. 

Decision-makers in Texas are writing the plan for these RESTORE Act funds and will likely 
release this plan in the next few months. I hope they remember that restoration projects such as 
guaranteeing flows to coast will boost our economy and fulfill our obligations to the Texans of 
tomorrow. 

Wade Middleton is president of CarecoTV. 
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