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AUSTIN — Key lawmakers met Monday to examine whether expanding desalination — 
removing salt from brackish or ocean water to make it safe for drinking — can be used for the 
state’s deepening water needs. 
 
Lawmakers learned it could be prohibitively expensive to use ocean water for thirsty cities but 
will use a series of hearings throughout the state to learn more about its potential. 
 
The state has 46 desalination plants that supply cities with drinking water, according to the Texas 
Water Development Board. But the agency said the state will need to more than double the 
amount of desalinated water before 2060 to meet the water needs of a growing population and 
changing climate. 
 
“A third [of the additional water] is going to come from conservation, a third is going to come 
from using the water we have today in a better way and a third is going to have to come from 
new water sources,” said Carlos Rubinstein, chairman of the Texas Water Development Board. 
 
Rubinstein cited reservoirs and desalination as the main options for new water resources. But 
neither option is cheap, and that raised some concerns on the Joint Interim Committee to Study 
Water Desalination. 
 
Desalinating brackish groundwater costs $400 to $450 per acre-foot, while desalinating water 
from the ocean runs between $1,200 and $1,600 per acre-foot, according to estimates from the 
water board. An acre-foot of water supplies about three households per year. 
 
But those costs do not include pipelines, building the plants or other infrastructure costs. 
 
“We need more context for the cost,” said Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa, D-McAllen. 
 
The committee will meet again next Monday in Corpus Christi. Information from the meetings is 
likely to play a role in drafting water-related legislation when the Legislature is back in session 
next year. 
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