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MOUNT PLEASANT — A tide of sign-toting landowners and business owners rose against a 
proposed Northeast Texas lake Tuesday at the first of two public hearings on whether the Marvin 
Nichols Reservoir should remain in the state water plan. 
 
“I hope you’re listening,” Linda Henderson told three legal and communications staff members 
of the Texas Water Development Board. “(Dallas-based) Region C reminds me of a playground 
bully. He takes because he’s bigger, he’s stronger and because he can.” 
 
Tuesday’s hearing, and a companion event today in Arlington, begin the final chapter in a 14-
year dispute between the Northeast Texas Water Planning Region, or Region D, and North 
Central Texas water planners led by the North Texas Municipal Water District that wants to 
build the reservoir. 
 
“We offered plenty of things for them to work on,” said Bill Ward, owner of Ward Timber in 
Linden, citing Region D offers to raise Wright Patman Reservoir’s level to slake Dallas’ thirst. 
“But they didn’t want to work with us because they knew the water development board was 
coming to do what they wanted them to do.” 
 
A lawsuit brought by Ward and other water stakeholders is what forced the showdown now 
coming to a head. Court-ordered mediation, at which the Wright Patman and other options were 
rebuffed by Region C, failed in December. 
The few who spoke Tuesday in favor of the 70,000-acre reservoir on the Sulphur River were 
either elected officials or members of a 7-year-old coalition that publicly backs the proposal. 
 
In all, 85 people signed up to give their two cents to staff of the Texas Water Development 
Board, the first 14 elected officials or members of the Region D Regional Water Planning Group. 
 
Today’s Region C meeting will have to draw about 300 people to match attendance of Tuesday’s 
gathering. 
Region D Chairman Bret McCoy, one of 16 elected and appointed officials to lead the comment 
period, recalled finding diverse opposition to the reservoir plan in 2001 when he attended his 
first meeting. 
 
“And the issue then was the same as it is today,” McCoy said. “Farmers, ranchers, loggers and 
environmentalists were all on the same page in opposition to this reservoir. That confirms to me, 
and it should to you, that something is amiss.” 
 
The state water development board staff was gathering public input as its executive 
administrator, Kevin Patteson, finalizes a draft that recommends keeping the $3.4 billion 



reservoir. Patteson’s bosses, the three-member state water board, will make the final resolution 
on an unannounced timetable. 
 
Clarksville Mayor Ann Rushing, a former officer of the Region D planning group, said removing 
the lake proposal from the state’s 50-year plan is premature until more is known of its impact. 
 
“This state is growing by leaps and bounds,” she said. “Region D will need water, Region C will 
need water. To remove the Marvin Nichols Reservoir from the state water plan would not be 
responsible water planning.” 
 
As with others who spoke for the lake, such as Mount Pleasant Mayor Paul Meriwether, Rushing 
received a smattering of applause and an avalanche of boos from the overwhelmingly anti-lake 
gathering. 
 
“I’m about to lose 300 acres,” Angie Criss, a Titus County Republican precinct chairwoman, told 
the water board staff before turning to aim remarks at some audience members. “It was the 
farmers, it was the ranchers who put Titus County on the map. You, sirs, were elected to 
represent the people of Titus County, and you have failed to do that.” 
 
Like Criss, the first 14 non-elected or appointed speakers were uniformly against the lake. 
 
“I don’t understand what’s going on in our state,” said Joan Birmingham of Cass County. “I just 
don’t understand why a big entity can force a small entity. We’re all Texans, and we don’t 
believe in stealing in Cass County.” 
 
Other speakers against keeping the lake in the Texas Master Water Plan included Matt Barber, an 
official with International Paper in Queen City. 
 
Barber said the jobs of 1,000 employees, plus some 200 truckers entering and leaving the plant 
daily, would be jeopardized by the reservoir, which by some estimates would require 755,000 
acres be set aside for environmental mitigation. 
 
“This reservoir will have a devastating impact on two of our prime resources — fiber and water,” 
Barber said. 
Written comments on the reservoir will be taken through Friday by mail at P.O. Box 13231, 
Austin TX, 78711-3231 and online at www.twdb.texas.gov. 
 
Today’s public hearing is at 2 p.m. in the Bob Duncan Center, 2800 S. Center St. in Arlington. 
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