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MOUNT PLEASANT — The water planning group for Northeast Texas on Wednesday took 
new steps to fend off a reservoir being pushed by water planners in Dallas. 
 
The Region D group, which has long been in contention with its North Texas counterpart over a 
plan to build a reservoir that would flood about 70,000 acres of timber and farmlands in Red 
River and Titus counties, designated an attorney and former member to draft a legal brief 
opposing the idea. 
 
The dispute between the two water planning regions over the proposed Marvin Nichols 
Reservoir has simmered for years, but is set to enter a new phase by the end of the month with 
public hearings in both regions. 
 
“There are obviously some emotionally charged issues that we are dealing with here,” Region D 
Chairman Bret McCoy told the group and some 50 audience members, many of whom were 
about to provide a preview of comments the Texas Water Development Board staff can expect 
next week. 
 
McCoy heads a 24-member panel charged with mapping water needs for the 19 counties known 
as Region D, which has been in dispute with Dallas-based Region C over Marvin Nichols since 
2005. 
 
That was the year Region D removed the proposed reservoir on the Sulphur River from the 
regional plan it updates every five years as part of the state’s Master Water Plan. 
 
The Northeast Texas group rejected the idea after timber, environmental and some economic 
development stakeholders in the region led opposition. 
 
The Region C group, however, has maintained the cross-state proposal as a priority to provide a 
new water source for the fast-growing Dallas area. 
 
The effort got an apparent boost when an executive of the Texas Water Development Board last 
month wrote a draft recommendation that kept the $3.4 billion proposal on the books as the 
board continues planning to spend water funds approved by voters in November. 
 
McCoy on Wednesday encouraged public input, either at an April 29 public hearing, by mail or 
online. 
 
“There is an opportunity on the 29th at 2 o’clock here in this building, when the water 
development board will take the public’s input, which all will be recorded regarding the 
conflict,” he said. “They will accept written input as well.” 



 
Comments received will be compiled for the executive administrator of the water development 
board, Kevin Patteson, as he finalizes his recommendation to the board. 
On Wednesday, the water planners tapped Jim Thompson, a former chairman of the group, to file 
a brief stating Region D’s position once Patteson finalizes his recommendation. 
 
Thompson declined to say what elements he anticipates including in the brief without seeing 
Patteson’s final document. 
 
“We’re not going to write the brief until the final recommendation is made to the board,” he said. 
“Then they’ll get briefs from (Regions) C and D.” 
 
After Thompson was chosen, the meeting closed with eight speakers making public comment. 
Seven of them were opposed to Marvin Nichols, several drawing applause with pleas that timber 
jobs and personal property rights be protected. 
 
Henry Davis, with the Bi-County Water Supply Corp. in Pittsburg, delivered a resolution from 
his board accepting Patteson’s draft report. 
 
The resolution urged the Region D group to focus on ensuring landowners are adequately 
compensated, that groundwater be defended from out-of-region transfers and that land taken to 
mitigate the loss of environmentally sensitive acreage be found outside Region D. 
 

How to comment 

State water planners are seeking public input on a plan to build a reservoir in Northeast 
Texas. 

 A public hearing is set for 2 p.m. April 29 in the Mount Pleasant Civic Center, U.S. 271 
at U.S. 67, Mount Pleasant. 

 Written comments will be taken through May 2 by mail and online at P.O. Box 13231 
Austin, 78711-3231 and online at www.twdb.texas.gov. 
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