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SAN ANTONIO — Opposition to a proposal to pump billions of gallons of water from 
Southwest Texas to San Antonio is multiplying. 

Last month, the Laredo City Council and the Zapata County Commissioners Court passed 
resolutions opposing V.V. Water Co.'s proposal, one of three the San Antonio Water 
System is considering for a long-term water supply deal. 

Those resolutions are in addition to a campaign that Del Rio city officials and community 
and environmental activists have mounted against the proposal. 

The V.V. Water project would export enough water for more than 150,000 households 
from drought-stricken Val Verde County to SAWS as soon as 2018. The aim of the 
supply contract is to reduce San Antonio's reliance on the Edwards Aquifer. 

“Because of the fact that the Rio Grande has already been over-allocated,” Zapata County 
Judge Joe Rathmell said, “we feel that taking (even more water) will have an extremely 
detrimental effect on our community.” 

Laredo Mayor Raul Salinas agreed. 

“Water is life,” he said. “(It) would really have a severe impact on not just our economy, 
but our water source.” 

V.V. Water would pump the water from the Edwards-Trinity Aquifer in Val Verde 
County, near Del Rio, and send it east to San Antonio through a yet-to-be-built pipeline. 

The company's president, John Littlejohn, stands behind the proposal. 

“I know they want to have as much water (as possible) going their direction, vs. San 
Antonio,” Littlejohn said, adding that his plan would have little or no impact on the 
amount of water heading downstream to the Rio Grande Valley. 



His company's proposal qualifies for consideration, SAWS officials have said, because it 
would draw from a part of the Edwards Aquifer that is not controlled by the Edwards 
Aquifer Authority. 

The other two bids were submitted by the Dimmit Utility Water Supply Corp., which 
would get its water from the Carrizo Aquifer, and a partnership between Spanish 
conglomerate Abengoa and Austin-based BlueWater Systems, which would pump from 
the Carrizo and Queen City aquifers. 

The Queen City Aquifer stretches from Pearsall northeast nearly to Texarkana. 

SAWS spokesman Greg Flores III said staffers plan to “begin discussions” about the 
proposals with the utility's board at its Feb. 17 meeting. 

Opponents of V.V. Water's bid include the Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance, the Lone 
Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, Uvalde and Zapata counties, the cities of Uvalde, Del Rio 
and Laredo and the Wintergarden Groundwater Conservation District, which covers 
Dimmit, La Salle and Zavala counties. 

The critics say the company would be drawing from a part of the Edwards-Trinity 
Aquifer that feeds the San Felipe Springs and, in turn, the Rio Grande. They also cite 
economical devastation to border communities and damaged habitats that are home to 
threatened species. 

Environmental and rural community groups warned in a letter to SAWS officials in 
October that a study by Southwest Research Institute shows that there's no surplus water 
in Val Verde County to sell. 

The letter also said V.V. Water's proposal would reduce the amount of water flowing into 
the San Felipe and Pinto creeks, which run through Val Verde and Kinney counties. 
Those creeks are critical habitat for the Devils River minnow, which is classified by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Department as a threatened species. 

“It's going to have an impact,” said Salinas, the Laredo mayor. “(It) poses a threat to 
residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural sustainability and growth in the Rio 
Grande.” 
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